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This newspaper is an authorized publication for mem-

bers of the U.S. Army. Contents of The Fort Huachuca Scout 
are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by the U.S. 
Government, Department of Defense, Department of Army or 
the U.S. Army Intelligence Center and Fort Huachuca. 

It is published weekly, except Christmas and New Years, 
using desktop publishing by the Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army 
Intelligence Center and Fort Huachuca, Fort Huachuca, AZ 
85613-7027. Printed circulation: 8,200.

All editorial content of The Fort Huachuca Scout is 
prepared, edited, provided and approved by the PAO. The 
Fort Huachuca Scout is printed by Aerotech News and Re-

view, 999 E. Fry, Suite 307, Service to Arizona, Sierra Vista, 
AZ 85635, a private firm in no way connected with DA, under 
exclusive written contract with the U.S. Army Intelligence Center 
and Fort Huachuca. The civilian printer is responsible for all 
advertising.

Editorial material for publication should be submitted to 
USAIC&FH Public Affairs Office, 3015 Carnahan St., Bldg. 

21115, The Fort Huachuca Scout (AZTS-PA), Fort Huachuca, 
AZ, 85613-7027. The PAO reserves the right to edit all material 
submitted for publication.
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handicap, political affiliation or any other nonmerit factor of the 
purchaser, user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of this equal opportunity policy 
by an advertiser is confirmed, the printer shall refuse to print 
advertising from that source until the violation is corrected. The 

appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or 
supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Depart-
ment of Army or Aerotech News and Review, of the products or 
services advertised.

Copies of The Fort Huachuca Scout are available to mem-
bers of the commander’s internal audience for  monthly postage 
and handling fees upon approval of the PAO. 

PoSTMASTeR: Send address changes to Aerotech News 
and Review, 9192 W Cactus Rd. Suite M, Peoria, AZ, 85381.

To submit stories or inquiries, call (520) 533-1987, DSN 
821-1987 or fax (520) 533-1280. For advertising, call (520) 
452-1500.
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What’s special about being a military brat?Scout On The Street
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“Traveling for free and 
learning other languages 
and cultures.”

“All my experiences 
growing up in the U.S. and 
Japan.”

“You get to travel and 
experience new things and 
learn to accommodate 
strangers more easily.”

“Camaraderie and close-
ness. You have a common 
experience with others.  Be-
ing a BRAT is your home-
town.”

“I really think being 
exposed to so many cultures 
and countries made me 
who I am. I feel like a true 
member of the human  race. 
If every child spent one year 
abroad, the world would be 
a better place.”

Commentary

See AGe, Page A14

By Anthony Reed
Scout Staff

As a young Soldier, my fastest two-mile run 
time was 9:46. Admittedly, I despised physical 
training, but, being highly competitive, I scored 
above 280 on every Army Physical Fitness Test I 
ever took during the past 20 years.

While I hated any sort of weight training or 
exercise, sports made me an adrenaline junkie 
— especially basketball. Through the week, I 
would play two to three times daily, plus three to 
four hours on Saturdays — not including organized 
games.

I suffered my fair share of sprained joints and 
muscle cramps, but my first major injury occurred 
while in Iraq well after my 40th birthday. 

No, I’m not going to tell you I was injured do-
ing a “Jordanesque” move to the basket. I tore my 
Achilles simply dribbling a basketball up the court 
during a tournament game. I heard two specific 
pops and thought I had sprained an ankle. 

The surgeon looked at the MRI and said, “At 
your age, if I cut you, you may be in worse shape 

than you are now.  If it heals naturally, you won’t 
be dunking anymore, but you can always play ten-
nis, or start smoking and drinking to catch up with 
your peers.”

The three words that grated at me more than 
anything was “at your age.” 

That injury snowballed into other ailments — 
including major micro-fracture knee surgery where 
I also had two tears in my meniscus repaired, along 
with scopes to remove arthritis and tendonitis. 

Surgery occurred two days AFTER I moved 
into my new condo. (Try driving or going up and 
down stairs in a thigh-to-ankle brace. No fun at 
all.)

Despite pain and discomfort, I still tried “nego-
tiating” with my surgeon – not for a reprieve from 
that awkward brace, but a return to the basketball 
court. 

“Four to six months doc?  Are you serious?” I 
asked incredulously.

I’ve never been one to take any medication, 
and adhering to doctor’s orders would be a tough 
pill to swallow as well — especially when you feel 
as though you’ve been invincible for as long as I 

have. Plus, my daughter hid my basketball shoes 
just in case I had a “brain cramp” and “forgot” 
about my injuries.

Despite the flecks of gray hair and an adult 
daughter, we never notice that ticking age clock 
until we are slowed with injury. Father Time can be 
cruel in speaking the truth and showing the inevi-
table.

If you’ve been competitive for as long as I have, 
months of rehab seem like an eternity. I gained 
weight and absolutely despised physical therapy. 
(In fact, were it not for the fine staff in Orthopedics 
and Physical Therapy at the Raymond W. Bliss 
Army Health Center here, I’d probably still be in 
pain and denial.)

After months of rehab, my surgeon told me the 
only way to know if I was healed was to test the 
knee. A part of me was ecstatic, while the other 
part said, “Be careful what you ask for.” 

I was very tentative that first day on the court, 
worried about the slightest twinge, while recalling 
the pain of surgery and rehab. Soldier skills and 

‘At my age,’ change is inevitable
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The ScoutThe Scout

TimeOutTimeOut
Ways to get involved and learn 
more about military brat culture:

Find fellow brats on the internet
The Internet has made tracking down old 

classmates easier than ever. You can register 
with the Military Brat Registry (www.military-
brat.com) or Overseas brats www.oveseasbrats.
com.  Do a search for your school’s alumni as-
sociation.

Vietnam-iraq Brats Mentor Program
Brats Without Borders is looking for Vietnam 

brats interested in participating in a mentoring 
program with Iraq brats (meaning American 
brats whose parent(s) fought in Vietnam or 
the current War in Iraq). If you’re interested, 
visit www.bratsfilm.com and click on “future 
projects.” 

home Movies and Photographs
Brats Without Borders is also still searching 

for home movie footage and still photographs 
from military families to use in follow-up proj-
ects to BRATS: Our Journey Home. Visit www.
bratsfilm.com and click on “future projects” for 
more information.

The American overseas Schools histori-
cal Society

This organizations is developing an archive 
and planning a museum dedicated to overseas 
schools in Wichita, Kan.  Learn more about their 
efforts at http://aoshs.wichita.edu/welcome.
html

Attend a local military brat conference
The “Every Brat Has a Story” Conference 

takes place at the Heard Museum in Phoenix 
March 31 and April 1. The event features a 
workshop by brat author Mary Edwards Wertsch, 
author of “Military Brats: Legacies of Childhood 
Inside the Fortress, a screening and discussion 
of “BRATS: Our Journey Home,” and oppor-
tunities to share stories and connect with one 
another.  Sign up through the brat store at www.
militarybrat.com.

By Tanja linton
Media Relations Officer and Air Force brat

Where are you from?” is a question most 
people can answer with one or two words.  If your 
response is more complicated and requires a long 
explanation you probably share a common experi-
ence with an estimated five percent of Americans 
who grew up as military brats.  

The sheer variety of appropriate answers to 
the question “Where are you from?” was the main 
topic of discussion for about 250 military brats 
who came out March 6 to see the first documen-
tary about growing up military at the Loft Cinema 
in Tucson.  

Tucson was selected as a site to screen the 
movie because of military installations in the 
area, a large population of adult military brats and 
retired military.  

“Brats:  Our Journey Home,” written and 
directed by independent filmmaker and Army brat 
Donna Musil, is an award-winning documentary 
that looks at the highs and lows of growing up in a 
military family.  It includes the input from military 
brats across the services as well as historians and a 
psychologist.  

Some of the better-known brats who partici-
pated in the film include:  Kris Kristofferson, who 
not only narrated, but donated original songs to 
the production, and Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf 
who is both a military brat and the father of mili-
tary brats. They and others discuss the profound 
affect growing up “brat” has had on their lives.

The film is a seven-year work of passion which 
features rare archival footage, home movies and 
private photographs from post-war Japan, Ger-
many, and Vietnam.   

 “We brats have no true hometowns and our 
friends are scattered to the winds.  As a result, we 
often go through adulthood feeling lost and alone,” 
commented Musil. “This film is dedicated to those 
who have known that feeling.”  

The audience, made up mostly of Air Force 
and Army brats, but also a few Navy and Marine 
Corps brats, echoed that sentiment — often with 
laughter. Being a military brat is your hometown.  

“This is the most normal I’ve ever felt,” said 
one woman during a question-and-answer session 
with Musil after the screening.  

Throughout the audience, heads nodded in 
agreement.  The discussion with Musil almost took 
on the air of a revival meeting as total strangers 
who thought they had an unusual childhood real-
ized they had so much in common with each other. 

The film also had an effect on a former Depart-
ment of Defense Schools System teacher at the 
screening.  “I wish I had seen this before I taught.  
I would have had an insight into their lives,” said 
Ike Gaskin about the taught military kids he taught 
in France and Turkey.  

The journey that lead to making the film began 
in 1997 when Musil began searching the Internet, 
looking for some of her former classmates from 
her high school in Taegu, Korea. That search 
yielded some contacts and soon a get-together was 
planned.  

When they met, the group spent the entire 
weekend talking non-stop about their shared ex-
periences.  “I realized there were others like me.  I 
didn’t have to explain myself,” said Musil.  When 
she returned home, Musil did some research and 
realized there was no film about military brats  

“Today, I have a film about a group of people 
whose only ‘hometowns’ are each other. My vision 
is that this film might be a spark in a global fire 
of self-awareness and belonging — that from the 
ashes of war might rise a nation of children com-
mitted to peace,” said Musil. “If every child spent 
one year abroad the world would be a better place” 
she added.

Nobody really knows how many military brats 
exist.  Neither DoD nor anyone else has kept a 
count of the number of children raised in the U.S. 
military.  The DoD school system estimates it 
has educated 4 to 7 million military kids overseas 
since 1946. But that’s only 20-30 percent of the 
total brat population, so the total is more likely at 
least 15 million. 

The dictionary defines “brat” as a spoiled or 
impolite child, but to millions of Americans the 
word is used like a badge of honor and defines 
their unique upbringing.

“Brats:  Our Journey Home” is on a nationwide 
tour with stops currently scheduled in Texas.  The 
documentary will air on the Armed Force Radio 
and Television Service during April, Month of the 
Military Child.  To view the trailer and learn more 
about the film, visit www.bratsfilm.com.

First-ever documentary on 
military brats is shown in TucsonBRATS

our Journey Home




