Volume Elghty-Two ¢ Number Three ¢ Fall 2009

BECAUSE EVERYBODY NEEDS A PLACE TO CALL HOME...



The Journey “Home" for Military Children

“Oh, that kid is just an ornery brat.” One
can guess that most of our readers have
heard and perhaps said this or a reasonable
facsimile more times than memory serves.

“BRAT" is an official military acronym.
The full text is “British Regimental Attached
Traveler.”

While this acronym has become a sort of
time-honored reference to military children,
countless people have no idea what really
goes along with the name — unless of
course they have been one. BRATS move an
average of nine to twelve times. They go
from military base to base, living on post or
off, in the United States and around the
world — growing up in the paradox of
belonging everywhere and nowhere.

One estimate is that over 15 million
people in the United States grew up with at
least one career military parent. Another
4.5 million grew up overseas in families
outside the Armed Services.

Right now, about 1.5 million children

- _have at least one active duty military
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BRATS: Our Journey Home is a
phenomenal documentary about growing
up as a child with military parents. Donna

Donna Musil

Musil, the writer-director, gives us the very
first non-fiction film that deals with this
type of childhood and its later effects on
adulthood. Kris Kristofferson, himself an
Air Force' BRAT and former Army helicopter
pilot, is’ the narrator. The video includes
powerfu ,mterwevvs along with archival
footage, home movies,
photographs

Germany and Vietnam.
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- ing free screening of the film. Go to
 www. operatlonmlhtarybrat org

~and dlick the '
the upper left side of the page for dates

Lazy days at Fort Bragg, NC

years of independent research on life as a
military child. She founded “Brats Without
Borders,” a 501(c)(3) non-profit in 1999.

Of the film, Donna says:

Making this cultural connection
gave me a sense of belonging | had
never experienced. This was empow-

 ering to a “little girl” who had
e moved twelve times on three conti-

nents, attended three high schools,
and lost her father, an Army officer;
by the time she \ ixteen years old.

Today, | have a fil ‘ébout a group
of people whose only hometowns
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